DEEP RUN HIGH SCHOOL
U.S. AND VIRGINIA GOVERNMENT, HONORS, 2009-2010
MRS. FAYE BOKKON esbokkon@henrico.k12.va.us

“But…the question is:  why should anyone obey anyone else?”
Tom Stoppard, TheCoast of Utopia

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Government and politics are topics that will become increasingly more meaningful to you in the next several years as you seek to fashion a life for yourself, economically, socially, intellectually and emotionally. This course includes both a study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and an analysis of  the “nuts and bolts” of our government as an institution.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. politics. We will discusses the theory, organization, principles and functions of national, local, and state government, stressing relationships of individual to all levels of government in political system.  Current political situations are an integral part of this course.

TEXTBOOK: George C. Edwards III, Martin P. Wattenburg, and Robert L. Lineberry. Government in America: People, Politics and Policy, 13th ed. New York: Pearson, Longman, 2008. There is a study site to accompany the text. 


GRADING POLICIES:
Tests/Projects/Papers:    	50%   	Tests will be assigned at the end of each chapter, 									 approximately every 2 weeks. The dates for each test will be 							    	 announced at least 2 class blocks prior to the test. There will 							    	 be one project each marking period. Position papers will be
					assigned each marking period.
Quiz:  	 			30%.  	 Quizzes will be assigned routinely. 
Homework/Classwork:  		 20%.      There will be homework on a regular basis.
            
WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 

A 1 1/2 or 2 inch notebook with 3 dividers for Current Events, Notes/Homework/Handouts, and returned quizzes.  
A #2 pencil for quizzes and tests, which will be on Scantron, and a blue or black pen for assignments (no funky colors, please!) Your laptop, daily. Your text, when requested.


CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:

1.	The classroom is a place of mutual respect.  The rules of common courtesy apply at all times.
2.	Students are expected to have all necessary materials each day .
4.	Everyone is entitled to his or her opinion and should feel comfortable expressing that opinion.  I feel very strongly about students being respectful of each other.
5.	Written homework and in-class assignments are to be done on regular loose-leaf paper in blue or black ink.  All formal essays must be typed,  double-spaced.
6.	All assignments are due at the beginning of the class.  Any assignment that is turned in after this time will be considered late and graded accordingly.
7.	If a student is absent on the day when an assignment is due, the assignment is due on the day he/she returns to school. This includes tests and quizzes. If you are absent on the scheduled test day, you will take it during class on the day you return.
8.	Tests, quizzes and formal essays will be announced several days in advance.  A student absent from class on the day before a test or quiz is expected to take the test as scheduled since they have previous knowledge of the test/quiz schedule.
9.	Please make sure that you pick up after yourself before you leave the classroom.  I do not expect our custodial staff to pick up trash from the floor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher Availability:  I am generally in my room 214 every day after school until at least 4:00 PM, and before school at 8:00 AM. I have plan 1st   block. Please feel free to see me during this time.  However, if you wish to have a private conference, please schedule an appointment, before or after achool. 

I am looking forward to working with you this year.  You will find that I am extremely passionate about government and truly enjoy teaching this course.  I hope that you will leave in June with a better understanding and appreciation for our political system.  I also hope that you will understand the responsibility you have to become an educated, involved citizen and that one person can make a difference in helping to make our country a better place for all.

Parents: Please email esbokkon@henrico.k12.va.us  confirming that you read the syllabus. Thank you!



“The only fence against the world is a thorough knowledge of it.” 	
Aristotle
